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JURISDICTIONAL NEWS

MARYLAND

Mary land Weights and Mea sures Trains In spec tors,

Pur chases Microbalance and As sesses Pen al ties

Since the last news let ter in April, the Mary land
Weights and Mea sures Sec tion has be gun train ing three
new in spec tors, re placed a mass com para tor microbalance 
in its me trol ogy lab o ra tory, and as sessed civil pen al ties
against 38 firms around the state.

The three new in spec tors are work ing with the cur rent
staff to con duct rou tine in spec tions of scales, gas pumps,
and pack ages, and to in ves ti gate con sumer com plaints.  
The Sec tion is also train ing these new in spec tors to test
ve hi cle tank me ters for pe tro leum prod ucts and liq uid
pro pane gas. 

De spite the bud get ary hard ships that all state agen cies
across the coun try con tinue to face, the Mary land me trol -
ogy lab o ra tory re placed a much needed mass com para tor
microbalance that is es sen tial for field trace abil ity and in -
ter nal lab work. The pre vi ous bal ance was in ser vice for
21 years.  The Sec tion an tic i pates re plac ing sev eral of its
lab bal ances over the next sev eral fis cal years due to the
un avail abil ity of parts and the un cer tainty of their con tin -
ued ser vice.

Other en force ment ac tiv i ties that kept the Sec tion busy
ranged from test ing pack ages to ver i fy ing prices. . Since
April, 38 firms have been ac cessed civil pen al ties and the
agency has col lected $37,000 in civil pen al ties. They are
listed be low. 

• On April 14, MDA re ceived $1000 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food # 362
Ger man town, MD 20876.

• On April 15, MDA re ceived $1000 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food # 140
Hyattsville, MD 20782.

• On April 15, MDA re ceived $1000 for a civil pen alty
ssessed   for short weight to Gi ant Food # 132 Bethesda,
MD 20814.

• On April 15, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food # 162 Clinton,
MD 20735.

• On April 15, MDA re ceived $2000 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Safeway # 2713 Bowie, MD 
20720.

• On April 15, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Safeway # 2753
Kensington, MD 20895.

• On April 15, MDA re ceived $2000 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Safeway # 853 Bethesda,
MD 20814.

• On April 15, MDA re ceived $1000 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food # 123 Camp
Springs, MD 207487.

• On May 10, MDA re ceived $250 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Grand Mart Landover, MD
20784.

• On May 10, MDA re ceived $2000 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food # 329 Rockville, 
MD 20850.

• On May 10, MDA re ceived $1500 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food # 361 Up per
Marlboro, MD 20772.

• On May 10, MDA re ceived $1000 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Safeway # 1882 Fort
Wash ing ton, MD 20744. 

• On May 11, MDA re ceived $1000 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food # 373 Dis trict
Heights, MD 20747.
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• On May 13, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Mega Su per mar ket
In ter na tional Riverdale, MD 20737.

• On May 15, MDA re ceived $250 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to CVS Phar macy # 1492
Sil ver Spring, MD 20910.

• On May 17, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Safeway # 1565 Clovery,
MD 20904.

• On May 17, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food # 327 Bethesda,
MD 20814.

• On May 17, MDA re ceived $2000 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food # 152 Sil ver
Spring, MD 20904.

• On May 17, MDA re ceived $250 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to CVS Phar macy # 169
Rockville, MD 20852.

• On May 17, MDA re ceived $250 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to CVS Phar macy # 1468
Sil ver Spring, MD 20901.

• On May 17, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to Sta ples # 1288 Ocean
City, MD 21842.

• On May 17, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food # 340 Lau rel,
MD 20707.

• On May 19, MDA re ceived $2000 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to H Mart Gaithersburg, MD
20877.

• On June 9, MDA re ceived $2000 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Super Q Mart Ger man town,
MD 20876.

• On June 9, MDA re ceived $2000 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food # 326 Lanham,
MD 20706.

• On June 9, MDA re ceived $750 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Safeway # 1089
Gaithersburg, MD 20878.

• On June 9, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Global Foods Mont gom ery
Vil lage, MD 20886.

• On June 10, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Safeway # 107 Greenbelt,
MD 20770.

• On June 28, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to CVS Phar macy # 4079
Bal ti more, MD 21228.

• On June 29, MDA re ceived $250 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to Ad vanced Auto Parts # 
1601 Cum ber land, MD 21502.

• On June 29, MDA re ceived $250 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to Ad vanced Auto Parts # 
5106 Bal ti more, MD 21223.

• On June 29, MDA re ceived $250 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to Wal Mart # 1981
Cal i for nia, MD 20619.

• On June 29, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to Ad vanced Auto Parts # 
1602 Lavale, MD 21502.

• On June 29, MDA re ceived $2000 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food # 319
Rockville, MD 20850.

• On June 29, MDA re ceived $2000 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Har ris Tee ter # 325
Ger man town, MD 20878.

• On June 29, MDA re ceived $1000 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Har ris Tee ter # 328
Rockville, MD 20852.

• On June 29, MDA re ceived $2000 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for short weight to Gi ant Food # 196
Gaithersburg, MD 20879.

• On July 11, MDA re ceived $500 for a civil pen alty
as sessed for price ver i fi ca tion to CVS Phar macy # 4107
Bal ti more, MD 21215.
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North Carolina

The De part ment of Ag ri cul ture and Con sumer Ser -
vices made it through this year’s leg is la tive ses sion in rel -
a tively good shape with re gards to bud get. The Stan dards
di vi sion did have some cuts to our re ceipt sup ported pro -
gram, re sult ing in four po si tions be ing elim i nated. There
will also be some other re duc tions af fect ing the en tire De -
part ment. We also have some new em ploy ees as the NC
For estry Ser vice, Soil and Wa ter Con ser va tion, Grade A
Milk Pro gram and the Sleep Prod uct Pro gram were all
trans ferred to the De part ment, in creas ing the staff by
about 2/3.

Mea sure ment Sec tion    

Our spring sea sonal in spec tions are com pleted which
in clude pro duce scales and pack ages, fer til izer scales and 
pack ages, blue berry pack ages, and con tract cu cum ber
scales.  Our in spec tors have worked hard over the last few 
years with pro duc ers to show them the im por tance of a
main te nance pro gram for their scales and how to prop erly 
fill pack ages to avoid short net con tent.  It ap pears to be
pay ing off be cause we found very lit tle short net con tent
on these items this year.

Due to com plaints, we did in ves ti ga tions into bun dles
of fire wood and pack aged ice.  What we found was dis -
turb ing.  Not any of the fire wood bun dles were cor rect. 
Most were la beled .75 cu bic foot but ranged from .25 to
.50 cu bic foot.  The orig i nal com plaint came from a dis -
trib u tor about his com pet i tors not giv ing a full mea sure. 
Sure enough they were not, but nei ther was he.  When we
would check one ven dor, they would com plain about an -
other.  Through this pro cess we found doz ens of ven dors,
from large op er a tions to small back yard op er a tions.  We
made a point to visit all we could find to work with and
share in for ma tion that would help them pack age their
prod uct cor rectly.  Due to the hun dreds and hun dreds of
fire wood pack ages that were re turned to the pack ers and
the in for ma tion we shared at their lo ca tions, we hope the
is sue has been re solved.  We will find out this fall when
sales start back up.

The ice was not quite as bad with only about three ma -
jor ven dors and a few small op er a tors out of many hav ing
prob lems with short weight.  We vis ited each packer in
the state with which we had found prob lems, re viewed
their qual ity con trol pro gram (if they had one) and
pointed out some trou ble spots.  Prior to our vis its at the
pack ers, we found hun dreds and hun dreds of bags of ice
that were re turned for short weight.  Af ter our vis its, we
only found four lo ca tions with short weight ice and these
bags were dated prior to our vis its.  We have in spected
doz ens of lo ca tions that sell bagged ice and are find ing
cor rect, along with more uni form mea sures.

Af ter 23 years of ex cel lent ser vice, Jerry Rob erts has
re tired as of May 31st.  He has de cided to de vote full time
to his farm ing and cat tle op er a tion.  Jerry serves as Chair -
man of the North Carolina West ern Cat tle men’s As so ci a -
tion and de votes a lot of time to this or ga ni za tion.  I have
seen him in ac tion and he does a great job and rep re sents
them well.

Randy Snipes has had to re tire as well.  Randy had both
knees re placed last year.  One of the re place ments has
con tin ued giv ing him prob lems and is forc ing him re tire. 
Randy was very good at his job and is go ing to be missed.

Jerry and Randy, we wish you the best.

Mo tor Fu els Sec tion

North Carolina, like many states, cut spend ing this
year. The Mo tor Fu els Lab lost three po si tions. Two po si -
tions were va cant, a chem is try tech ni cian and an oc tane
rat ing an a lyst. The other was a field in spec tor po si tion.
For tu nately that em ployee found a po si tion in an other di -
vi sion

Sum mer mean low va por pres sure sea son, which be gan
on June 1. Most sta tions in NC are sell ing gas o line with
10% eth a nol now. We al low a 1 lb. va por pres sure tol er -
ance for eth a nol blends. In ad di tion, a law was passed this
leg is la tive ses sion that re quires we de velop reg u la tions
re quir ing eth a nol la bel ing on re tail dis pens ers. We are in
the pro cess of draft ing those rules now.

The lab has re cently added a Can non MiniAV-X au to -
matic viscometer to our mo tor oil test ing pro gram. We
have re lied on the man ual test method for over 20 years.
We have no ticed an in crease in the num ber of con dem na -
tions of bot tled oil due to vis cos ity dis crep an cies. We in -
tend to screen sam ple with the au to matic viscometer,
us ing the man ual unit to con firm and con demn the prod -
uct.

As of this writ ing, we are pre par ing for ma jor HVAC
work on one wing of the lab. It in cludes up grad ing the en -
tire sys tem, us ing out side air for ex changes, some ad di -
tional fume hoods and better air flow through that part of
the lab. This is sched uled to take sev eral months since we
can’t va cate the build ing.

LP-Gas Sec tion

In April, Rich ard Fredenburg made a pre sen ta tion to the 
NC Fire Pre ven tion School about the LP-Gas Laws and
the LP-Gas Code. He is in vited an nu ally to this meet ing
which pro vides an up date to state fire mar shals

In May we at tended the open house at Gardner-Marsh
Equip ment, where truck in spec tors spent time with me ter
man u fac turer reps and site in spec tors at tended a sem i nar
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on cath odic pro tec tion for un der ground pro pane tanks. 
The ven dors at the Got To Be NC Fes ti val who used pro pane
were in spected daily for safe in stal la tions.  Ste phen and Rich -
ard at tended the NCPGA Road Show at the NC State Fair -
grounds.

Stan dards Lab o ra tory

Dur ing the month of April we par tic i pated in the
South east ern Mea sure ment As sur ance Pro gram,
SEMAP, which took place in Or ange Beach, Al a bama. 
Metrologists, Van Hyder and Ger ald Price rep re sented
North Carolina dur ing this week long train ing pro cess.
North Carolina suc cess fully dem on strated pro fi ciency in
sev eral ar eas in clud ing ISO/IEC 17025 work flow, sta tis -
ti cal tools, trace abil ity, un cer tainty anal y sis and soft ware
ver i fi ca tion and val i da tion.

The NCDA&CS Stan dards Lab o ra tory re ceived the
pres ti gious Gold Star Award for a sec ond con sec u tive

year for hav ing out stand ing safety and health ef forts in
the work place. The rec og ni tion co mes from the North
Carolina De part ment of La bor Safety Awards Pro gram. 
Spe cial thanks to all the staff mem bers for a job well done
and keep ing safety a top pri or ity.

Cliff Murray, our Qual ity As sur ance Man ager, will re -
tire on July 29th af ter 10 years with the lab. Cliff has kept
us on track with our NVLAP ac cred i ta tion these many
years and he will be missed. We ex pect to ad ver tise this
po si tion soon and have a new per son in place prior to our
No vem ber NVLAP au dit.

The grain mois ture lab o ra tory con tin ues to par tic i pate
in the soy bean qual ity traits pro gram.  Our grain mois ture
pro gram just com pleted its wheat har vest. Grain col lected 
for sam ples ap pear ro bust and we look for ward to an other
good sam ple year.  Af ter 31 years of ser vice our grain
mois ture su per vi sor, Cheryl Tew is plan ning to re tire
Sep tem ber 30, 2011.  




